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Another school year is coming to an end! | still wonder at how
slowly some of the year seems to go, but inevitably, each year seem:
go so quickly! Educators, and others, often take time to reflect on
accomplishments of the year, what went well, argirbplans and ways
to improve other areas. Looking back on the 22020 year for
MSCI/IRA, | found this checklist of accomplishments:

i

The MSC/IRA Vision and Mission statements have been
established, as are the Goals through the strategic planning
theBoard of Directors and the Executive Board. It does
continue to be a living document, changing as MSC grows,
strengthens, and redefines itself with the times. Many thank
the council leaders and board mensbieom throughout the

state whdhave been ivolved in this process!
MSC/ I RA6s financi al outl ook
MSC/ I RA has been awarded tF
Excellence.

MSCI/IRA has awarded the Show Me Award to five local
councils. Congratulations to the efforts given in each counci
achievethis goal!

The MSC/IRA Executive Board approved revamping the
www.missourireading.orgvebsite as a priority for
communicating with the membership. The first step is in
actively seeking a website coordinatoract as a liaison in
developing and updating the website. Additionally, the boar
approved the addition of a blog to the website, so members
may communicate more easily and generate ideastzare
proven methods in teaching reading.

MSCI/IRA has joinedvith Educational Solutions in promoting
the annual winter Write to Learn Conference in 2010 and 20
Although MSC/IRA will not bepresenting a fall

International Reading Association

Visit the MSC-IRA
website at

IRA

Wwww.missourireading.org

Spring 2010

conference, MSC will be promoting the annual fall
2011 Primary Conference.

it MSC/ 1 RA ACONGRATULATESO
Louis City Council whchave reactivated this council!
Thank you to those who have committed to making tt
council available to the St Louis City members.

0 Two advisors at SEMO have indicated an interest in
organizing a student reading council at SEMO!

U  The greatest accomplishment of all may very well be
the dedication of MSC/IRA members as you work wit|
students at every level of literacy development and
stand as a shining example of the core of MSC/IRA!
Henry Adams wrot e, fiTeact
eternity; we can never t
salute you and your accomplishments throughout the
year!

This i s a fshort o0highlighastofthe peart
It alsoshows MBC/IRA isstill very active and evolving.

The local councils are still providing programs that generate
information for members to stay current on issues in reading.
Additionally, the meetings provide educators with the opportur
to connect with otherand disseminate information on literacy
topics. Please share and encourage other educators to join in
(And indulge in conversation
chatter!)

| wish you each a restful summer to recharge and energize for
nextyear! And, | hope you take a moment to pat yourself on tf
back for your continued efforts and dedication to education.
Many thanks!

Happy readings!
Linda

Submitted by Linda McGlothlin
MSGIRA President20092010
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A Chat with Your Coordinator
Spring
By Mary Jo Barker, MSA@RA State Coordinator

Il snét it exciting that spring is here #n§abeutourwh a
strategic planning. We began the process in January of 2009, continued it in October 2009, and finalized it in Fel
2010. At our state meeting on April 17, 2010, we will share the final document with local council officers many of
worked on it with the Executive Board in October. The work of strategic planning is long and intense, but well wol
effort. It helps us decide the direction for our organization and how to get there. Read our strategic plan in this
newsletter.

Atour MSGI RA meeting on April-allikeweswsti oanssboohél
for our local councils. | will be presenting the session for presidents. We will be focusing on helping presidents r
efficient and effective eecutive board meetings along with understanding the natural ebb and flow of groups and

committees. Al'l groups fall into the category of
the more producti ve fplearnimore?nGheck aihedHandbmak for SMART Saah Tediyts
Anne Conzemius and Jan OO6Neill | . I f you must miss

watch an elongated version posted under IRA on my website at
https://staff.rockwood.k12.mo.us/barkermaryjo/Pages/default.éspailable after A)

Another exciting new development is the IRA Reading Radio. Have you listened to it yet? | have not onl
listened to it, but | have shared it with many other teachers. A new series has beergpostedview with IRA
Presidentlect Patricia Edwardsd'Next Practices in Preparing Very Young Children for Literacy.” The monthly IR/
Reading Radiprogramsanbeaccessdon thelRA website the BAM Radio Network websiteor at
http://www.reading.org/Resources/Radio.aspx

Finally, have you read any good books recently? Before long, we will all have more time for reading whe
begin summer vacation. Here are amge of books that | would highly recommend. Qjeating Strategic Readers:
Techniques for Developing Competency in Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, Fluency, Vocabulary, and Caomdrgher
Valerie Ellery. This is a phenomenal resource for finding an instructional technique to support individual student n
any area of the five pillars of reading. Zp Understand: New Horizons in Reading Comprehensjoillin Oliver
Keene. This book continues wheMozaic of Though¢ n d e d . Read it to discover
I n the authorés own words, fAThis book is about cap
and our chialndlr enm®sishearths s book i s a blbeuiHelpbywKkatryn Stotkettm
A firead for pleasuredo book that you will not be ab

| wish you a happy spring and a fun, restful summer! | hope you findne f or al |l t hose
saw0 and add fAispringd to your step!

P.S. Congratulations to all the Show Me Award and Honor Council Award winners!

Submitted by Mary Jo Barker, MSRA State Coordinator
barkermaryjo@rockwood.k12.mo.us



https://ex.rockwood.k12.mo.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=0c4311a55c794b939a04e5fae900e948&URL=https%3a%2f%2fstaff.rockwood.k12.mo.us%2fbarkermaryjo%2fPages%2fdefault.aspx
http://www.reading.org/
http://www.bamradionetwork.com/
http://www.reading.org/Resources/Radio.aspx
http://www.reading.org/General/Publications/Books/bk469.aspx
http://www.reading.org/General/Publications/Books/bk469.aspx
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Membership Report

Membership is very important for the achievement o
our goal to promote a higher level of literacy for all
citizens of Missouri. It has become increasingly
difficult to schedule meetings because of the volume
in-service that districts throughbthe state are
requiring teachers to attend. Local council incentive
for individuals, schools and districts play an importal
role in promoting memberships. Please keep this ir
mind as you plan for the 204 year for your IRA
Council.

We have beeworking diligently to get our
membership properly recorded on the website. Itis
very important that the information requested on the
Excel spreadsheet (or the Membership Application
Form if that is sent in to the state membership chair)
given as itis currently required to complete the
enrollment on the Website. We are also working to :
if we can eliminate some of this information for the
website since it is no longer accessible by local
councils. Until you are notified that this has changec
all information is still needed.

Since all information about local council chairperson
is now sent to International and forwarded back to u:
the names of local council membership chairs has n
been received as of this writing. If your council was
not represented at the April meeting in Columbia,
please amail me and the membership information
(including forms, etc.) will be sent to you.

Submitted by:

Barbara Hiles

State Director of Membership
bhiles24@msn.com

MSRA

Poster Contest

We would like to thank everyone who participated i
this yeards Missour. I F
58 entries this year. We received £2219 21 395"
22 6"-8"and 3 §'-12". The following councils
submitted posters: Lak
Louis Surburban, West Central, S. Central Ozark,
Northwest, and Pony Express. The posters were v
creative this year. The overall winner will receive
special recognition by Missouri IRA. First place
winners and their sponsor received gift cards from
Borders and all entries received certificates and
ribbons. The winners for each category are:

Wi nners for this year

Overall winner
Archit Pramanik-L e e 6 s S u mmi
K_znd
1*'place- Thaysen Feldbaumer SCOC
2"place- Seth Dandavol - SCOC
3 placei Alayna Rizvic - St. Louis Suburban
3I’d_5th
1*'place - Heather Corbin - SCOC
2"place- Julian Cintel - St. Louis Suburban
3 place- ChristTina Foree - SCOC
6lh i 8th
1% place- Orrin Phillips - SCOC
2" place- Delaney Pummill-Lee d6s Su
3“placei Elise Quisenberry- Lakes Area
9th_12th
1% placei Jon Niday - Pony Express
2"place- Ashley Kenig - Lakes Area
3 place- KristenLyles - Pony Express

Submitted by Jim and Donna Bonebrake
Poster Contest Chairpersons

Helping Missouri Blossom
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MSC-IRA
New Officers Elected for 2010  -2011
Office Officer Local Council

President Jeanie Cozens MSSU Student
President Elect Lorene Reid Mid-Rivers Council
Vice President Terry Sherer Mark Twain Council
Past President Linda McGlothlin Mid-Rivers Council

Treasurer Nicole Costello Mid-Rivers Council
Ass't Treasurer Betty Porter Wallls St. Louis Suburban

Recording Secretary Sarah Logan Springfield

Corresponding Barbara Ryczek Kansas City Suburban

Secretary

Historian Carolyn Carlson Northwest

Thank you for being willing to serve MSC-IRA as an Executive Board Officer. Our
organization is grounded in great leadership.

Submitted by Marie Puett
Past President
ml.puett@hotmail.com

Zone Coordinators Needed!
The followingfour areas still need zone coordinators. If you would
be willing volunteer your time contact Marie Puett.

Kansas City Mark Twain

Blue Springs Area Council Mark Twain Council

Grandview Council (Inactive) Northeast Missouri Council

Hickman Mills Council Truman State University Student Council

Independence/Ft. Osage Council
Kansas City Area Council
Lee's Summit Council

NORCO Area Council

Raytown Council

Ozark Mountain River Heritage
Jasper County Council Black River Area Council
Lakes Country Council Lost Creek Area Council
MSSU Potosi R3 Council
SMSU Southeast Council
Springfield Council SEMO

Souhwest Council Three Rivers Area Council (Inactive)
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Award of Excellence

MSC-IRA has earned the IRA Award of Excellence for 2010! This award
is comparative to the Honor Council Award given by IRA to local
councils or our own Show -Me Award given to local council. MSC -
IRA was recognized for as having distinguished itself by organizing

and implementing a wide range of programs and activities in our

council. These activit ies serve and support councilsand  members,
contribute to education, and coincide with and support the

programs and goals of IRA.

Submitted by

Marie Puett

Past President
ml.puett@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor

Beginning with the fall newsletter there will be a new editor. | have enjoyed working with
everyone during the last two years as your newsletter editor; however, | am happy to anng
that Laurie Edmonson will now take over these duties beginning witl@i®fall issue Future
articles will need to be mailed to:

Laurie Edmonson aledmondson@drury.edu

Submitted by
Jeanie Cozens
Newsletter Editor
cozeng@mssu.edu
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Strategic Planning

The Missouri State Council has recently completed a Strategic Plan for the organization. Simplstisdtegt;
planning determines where arganization is going over the next year or more, how it's going to get there and how
it'll know if it got there or notMany hours have been spent by members of the Executive Board during several
meetings. Below you will see the results of this work.

Mi ssouri State Council of IRA

VISION

(Our collective wish for what we want our organization to be)

The vision of MSGIRA is to be the leading organization that promotes and supports literacy for all.

MISSION

(Describes who we are now.)

The mission of MSERA is to promote and support leadership development,
professional development, communication, partnerships, and litbess®d programs & projects.

GOALS

Goal #1i Membership & Leadership
1 Increase our membership by 10%.
Strategies:
9 Offer discounts to those who join in the spring for next year or fall.
9 Offer a discount to those who join with 5 or more members from the same district.
1 Post calendar of events/programs on webpage.
T Create a Ateamd member s hinmnepesonasrecortsédata perfont wo
and another as the cheerleader/promotion person.

Tasks:

1 Design a statevide promotion program for state memberships.
Evidence of Success:

1 Increased membership.

1 Expired memberships are removed from website.

Goal #2I Communication and Technology
1 To efficiently communicate with our membership.
Strategies:
1 Increase the frequency of communication.
1 Vary the methods of communication.
1 Explore ways to make website astopdate as possible.
Tasks:
1 Ask members to give personaldaschool emails.
0 Local council officers
0 Puton registration form
0 At beginning of year when registering initially and when renewing.
Personal phone calls to promote memberships, attendance at meetings
Decide if webmaster will be part of executive board or independent contractor

=a =4
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Submitted by:

Goal #3i Professional Development
1 Provide researchased professiondievelopment opportunities and/or materials.
Strategies:

1 Merge state conference with Primary Years Conference and Write to Learn Conference.
1 Encourage local councils to provide quality resedrabed professional development at local

meetings.
1 Regional shang of professional development at local level.
1 Communicate to local councils the availability of professional resources.

Goal #4i Projects and Programs

1 MSC-IRA will provide timely information to local councils to promote and encourage literacy

projects and programs in the community.
Strategies:

1 Provide information regarding programs and projects at leadership and board of director

meetings.
1 Keep websites updated with current information.
Tasks:
1 Handouts with updates from committee chairs.
1 Webnmaster updates stateide calendar.
1 Officers and committee chairs send timely info to Newsletter Chair

Linda McGlothlin, MSERA President
Mary Jo Barker, State Coordinator

Thank you to everyone who worked so diligently on this project!

Exemplary Reading Program Award

Does your school have an outstanding reading program consistent with sound thu
research and practice? Do your students show a high degree of success in read|
Are listening, speaking, viewing, and writing integrated into and support the readi
program? Do the school, administrators, teachers and district offer support servic
the program?

These are the basic criteria that are evaluated in the Exemplary Reading
Program Award. Missouri has had schools in the past that have been recognizec
having exemplary reading programs. These schools are recognized at the Intern
IRA Conventionin May. However, in the past several years, we have not had any
schools apply. Please consult with your teachers and principal if you feel you ha
program that should be recognized for its excellence. Applications and informatic
available on thénternational Reading Association website under Awards. Schools
the past that have won the award find it is helpful to get the information and forms
the spring and start working on their application before school is out for the sumn
There are rmny schools in our state that will meet the criteria. Please give your sc
the recognition it deserves.

Submitted by:

Barbara Hiles

Exemplary Reading Chair
bhiles24@msn.com
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Do you enjoy working with websites? Are you

. interested in blogging? If so, you may be just
We b S| te the person that MSC -IRA is looking for!
Coordinator . .
MSC-IRA is looking for a person to coordinat e
N eed ed l the website. This person will have several
responsibilities. First , the website coordinator
will keep information on the website current.
Also, during the last State Executive Board
& meeting it was decided to add a Web log

(blog) to ou r website. The coordinator will be
responsible for maintaining the blog.

/ If this is your area of interest or you know of
someone you think would be able to fill this
need, please contact us!

Inquiries or nominations can be sentto :
Mary Jo Barker, Coor dinator barkermaryjo@rockwood.k12.mo.us
OR Jeanie Cozens, President cozeng@mssu.edu

WEBSITE COORDINATOR

Purpose
Coordinate and update the MSC/IRA Website to provide the latest informatioeasd
for our members and act as a liaison between the Webmaster and the Executive Board.
Duties
1. Solicit local council news/articles/updates for posting on the website.
2. Provide the Webmaster with local council news/articles/updates for the website.
3. Make necessary updates to Officer, ExamuBoard, Zone Coordinator, a@@dmmittee lists.
4. Solicit Conference information from Conference Chair for posting.
5. Update Presidentdés message with each
6. Contact Committee/Award/Conté3hairs br any updates/changes to thafiormation or
forms posted on the website.
7. Provide hard copies of the MSC/IRA ©me Newsletter to any members who do not
have access to the website.
8. Serve as a liaison between the Webmaster and the ExecBotwd providing updates
for each Executive Board Meeting.

New for 20162011!
9. Monitor Web log (blog).
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A GOOD YEAR FOR THE HABITAT BOOK DRIVE
MID - RIVERS AREA COUNCIL AND PROJECT

The Mid -Rivers Area Council enjoyed several council activities
during the 2009 -2010 year. At the top of the list are the two
meetings we have already had and one in April that we are
anticipating. Our first meeting was heldon S eptember 16,
2009, at Main Street Books in St. Charles, Missouri. Lorene
Reid, MRAC President, presented a workshop dealing with
research -based reading interventions. Participants had the
opportunity to get hands -on experience with a variety of Tier
I, T ier I, and Tier Ill reading interventions found in books

like When Kids Canédt Read, byYRyene T ¢
Beers and on websites such as the Florida Center for Reading
Research and Intervention Central. This interactive meeting
introduced partici pants to interventions they could use in their
own classrooms.

Nort hwest Missouri | RA3ds Com
was a book drive for a local Habitat for Humanity family.

We joined with the Southside Rotary in this amazing
opportunity! Working with the Rotary Club allowed us to

not only give the family books, but also provide a nice
bookcase for the new house. IRA provided the books, and
Rotary provided the bookcase.

As a reading organization NW wanted to focus on placing
books in the hands of potential life long readers with a
chance of ownership. Research shows that availability of
reading material is a marker of potential reading growth.
Since families often have extended families with many
aged children, the chance that the books will be handed

) . . down is good.
Our second meeting was on December 3, 2009. During this 9

meeting, Vickie Erwin, the owner of Main Street Books in St.
Charles, shared many new books for children and adults. After
the present ation, members enjoyed refreshments and the
lucky individuals took home attendance prizes.

Our project began w hen we contacted the local Habitat
organization with the inquiry of selecting a family to be

the first to receive a bookcase filled with age appropriate
books. With Habitatds appr oy
Southside Rotary Club to be our partner witht  his project.
The Southside Rotary eagerly joined with us to make this
project a reality, providing us with two bookcases and the
promise of more whenever we needed them.

The third meeting is set for April 22, 2010. At this meeting,
participants will share books that they have used successfully
with their students during the 2009  -2010 school year. The
emphasis will be on teacher and student favorites. Ideas for

lessons with these books will also be shared. ) . . . .
Our first family was a single mother with asoninthe 6 ™

grade. A member of our IRA  chapter is a volunteer with
Habitat and worked on their house, because of this
affiliation she got to know the reciepants book
preferences. The timing was perfect, as we delivered the
bookcase just after Christmas.

We also enjoyed our community reading project very much.
During the last weekend of September, Mary Piazza, vice -
president a nd secretary of MRAC, organized our members and
gave away books at the St. Charles Octoberfest celebration.
Mary reports that both adults and children were happy to get
these free books. Many adults were surprised when they found
out that the books were  free gifts from the Mid  -River Area
Council of IRA. People at the festival were very receptive to
our efforts to promote literacy in St. Charles County.

This project is contagious! The generou sity of our
membership, though small, was overwhelming. The
acceptanace of Rotary to partner with us was quick and
Habitat couldn't have been more encouraging. Starting
small, with the potential to do more, got this project off
the ground. Our hope isto continue maiking life long
readers for many years to come.

Submitted by
Lorene Reid
lorenereid@sbcglobal.net

Our President, Glenda Haley, has completed an award
application with IRA that recognizes councils who are
working with their local Rotary. Winning Councils will be
recognized at the IRA  Convention at Chicago in May.
Habitat for Humanity will be working with us closely this
spring to help us again select another deserving family for
our second book shelf and book collection project.

~Northwest MO IRA

Local councils -Planting the seeds of literacy
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Leeds Summit

The Leeds Summi't
2009 -2010 school year.

Reading Council

In the summer our council decided to go paperless. We now have
an updated website, LS Reading Coucil.org for members to use.

In September our council heard inspiring stories of adult literacy
from guest speakers Alfred and Alesia Hamilton. We attended
the meet ing at our newest school, Sunset Valley Elementary.
After the meeting members were encouraged to tour the school.

In November we sent members from our council to the Regional
Conference in Branson. Also in November we heard from guest
speakers Chris Bue hre and Andrea Rafferty. Chris not only is a
teacher in our district she also
di strict employee who is the ill

In early December our council collected and donated over 1000

gently used youth and c¢ hi lbodks, evhich were received by
the Leeds Summit Social Services
books for Christmas due to the generosity of our members.

I'n February our gener al meeting
Summit Campus) where we will hear from Dr. Carol Mihalevich.

Dr. Mihalevich is a professor who specializes in literacy and shows
quick techniques to use in the classroom. The meeting is sure to

be of interest to all council  members.

Our programs and activities our members are involved in include
the Young Authords Conference to
honor one of our members with the Literacy Award, and we will

initiate new officers in May.

Submitted by

Mary Andrews
Mary.Andrews@leesummit.k12.mo.us

Coming Soon !

MSC-IRA Web Log
Look for this and other exciting updates to
the MSC -IRA Website in the near future!

= =

MSSU Student IRA

Students at MSSU had a very busy 2009 -2010 year.
MSSU-IRA meets three times each semester. In

October members of the council joined with another
council to provide Hall oween
shelter in the area.

During November, officers attended the Plains Regional
Conference in Branson, MO and shared what they learned
upon returning to the campus. Also during November,

the council provided books for each of the children

enrolled in the Child Development Center on campus.

In February, the council participated in  7he Twenty -
First National African American Read -In. President,
Crystal Williams, shared various books by African
American authors, a video by Patricia McKissack, and
then read the book, Going Someplace Special

Also, this spring faculty sponsor, Dr. Willie Edwards
shared information relating to his work with the
International in Bangladesh and Mauritius .

Submitted by
Jeanie Cozens
MSSU-IRA Sponsor

Missouri Reading Week
Be watching for news about activities and
lesson plans related to various books!

Submitted by Jeanie Cozens
Missouri Reading Week Committee Chair
cozeng@mssu.edu
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MSC 41RA CALENDAR OF EVENTS

September 2010 MSC-IRA Executive Committee Meeting,Time and Location to
be Determined (For State Executive Board Only)

September, 2010 MSC-l RA Board of Directordés Meetir
be Determined

January, 2010 MSC-IRA Executive Board Meeting, Time and Location to be
determined (For State Executive Board Only)

March 1, 2010 Honor Council Deadline (International Award)
ShowMe Award Deadline (State Award)

April , 2010 MSC-IRA Executive Committee Meeting,Time and Location to
be Determined (For State Executive Board Only)

April , 2010 MSC-l RA Board of Directordés Meeti:r
be Determined

May 8i 11, 2011 56" International Conference, Orlando, Florida, USA,

Send New Calendar Items and Art icles

for the 2010 FALL Newsletter To:
Laurie EdmonsonEditor, MSC-IRA Newsletter
ledmondson@drury.edu

Mary Jo Barker, State Coordinator
Missouri State Council
International Reading Association
maryjob@missourireading.org

Missouri IRA Executive Board

2009 -2010 Zone coordinators

President: Linda MacLaughlin Zone 1 Ozark Mountain

Vice President: Jeanie Cozens Zone 2 Big SpringsWinnie McKinley
Recording Secretary: Sarah Logan Zone 3 River Heritage Zone

Corresponding Secretary: Laurie Edmondson Zone 4 St. LouisCarol Kemper

Treasurer: Nicole Costello Zone 5 Lake OzarksCarol Pery Davis
Assistant Treasurer: Jason Adams Zone 6 Kansas City

Historian: Lisa Sweet Zone 7 Pony Expresgdim & Donna Bonebrake
Past President: Marie Puett Zone 8 Mark Twain

Web Site Coordinator:

Legislative: Tamara Rhomberg
Parliamentarian: Tamara Rhomberg
Missouri Reader: Kathryn Pole
Missouri IRA NewsletterJeanie Cozens
Director of MembershipBarbara Hiles
State Coordinator: Mary Jo Barker

COUNCIL
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